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Acronym and Abbreviation
Adda

gossiping

Dalit

Untouchables Community

Hrishipara

Place where Dalits dwell group wise

Mahalla

dwelling unit

Matabbar

Head/ heads of a Panchayet

Panchayet

management structure of a community

Para

Dwelling unit

BDT

Bangladeshi Taka

BIDS

Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies

CEO

Chief Executive Officer

EU

European Union

HH

Household

LDC

Least Developed Countries

NCC

Narayangonj City Corporation

PS

Police Station

RA

Research Assistant

SHAREE

Self-Help Association for Rural People through
Education and Entrepreneurship

VGF

Vulnerable Group Feeding
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Chapter 1
Introduction

1. Background/ Rationale of the Study
In underdeveloped countries human rights are violated in almost all spheres
of life like economic, social, political and religious aspects. In fact, there is a
clear division between the powerful and powerless- majority and minorityrich and poor. In Bangladesh the situation is very clear which attract the
attention of all human beings. In a recent study of Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS) it is found that almost one-sixth population of
Bangladesh are ‘very poor’. Who are they? We are sure that the community,
with which the present study was conducted, is standing in the core point of
the circle.
Bangladesh, is a country
with an area of 147,570
sq. Km and a large
population
estimated
over 160 million. It is
also one of the most
densely
populated
countries in the world.
The
economy
of
Bangladesh
is
predominantly agrarian,
with
the
agriculture
sector
accounting
for
about 30 per cent of
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP).
There is an
estimated
around
6
million Dalits living in 64 districts. Most Dalits in Bangladesh are descendants
of immigrants from South India. In the 1830s, Dalits were brought to
Bangladesh by the British colonial regime to provide menial services for
them. Most Dalits are Hindus and some are Christians.
Caste-based discrimination in Bangladesh includes practices of untouchables
imposed by the dominant caste of both Hindu and Muslims communities,
such as denial of access to upper caste/Muslim houses, temples, and
restaurants. Dalit face discrimination in employment, housing, education, and
access to basic services. The social exclusion of Dalits is manifested in the
physical structure of the villages throughout the country. Social and
economic interactions of Dalits are mainly restricted by religion, caste and
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occupation. Like in other caste-affected countries, Dalits in Bangladesh are
referred to professions, which are considered impure such as sweeping,
sewerage, cleaning, tea garden, labouring, burring of dead bodies,
processing of mastered oil, gardening, shoe and leather work, drum beating,
washing, etc.
There is massive economic inequality within the social groups. The wage rate
is also determined by caste-based economic discrimination in rural areas.
The differences in the
magnitude
of
wage
labour among the Dalits
and the non-Dalits and
disparities in wage rates
in agriculture and non agriculture employments
exist
in
Bangladesh.
Exclusion of employment
in any work or selectively
in some types of works in
agricultural operation or
household work inside
house leads to lower
level of employment as
compared with ‘higher
caste’ workers.
The Constitution of Bangladesh provides equal rights for all people
irrespective of race, caste, creed and religion, yet Dalits are still socially
excluded and repressed by dominant caste people. A vast majority of Dalits
experience discrimination when trying to get a loan from a bank or a money
lender. Dalits are often kept out of politics and decision -making. They often
find it difficult to elect their own leaders and vote in elections where they are
commonly threatened with violence to vote against their will or bribed to
vote for a particular candidate.
Dalits experience that the government has no programmes for eradication of
poverty and discrimination among them. On top of being discriminated and
ignored, Dalit community are frequently victims of actively brutality such as
rape, torture and burning of houses, all perpetuated by non-Dalits.
More than 80% of Dalits experience discrimination in admission to schools.
Dalit parents are actively discouraged by teachers from sending their
children. Dalit students are denied anything from scholarships to selection for
sport teams and are teased by fellow non- Dalit students.
Dalits live in segregated habitations and they experience an urgent need for
adequate shelter and sanitation facilities. The densely populated and
congested housing situation is a desperate sign of the inadequate and

7

Baseline Survey (2nd phase) Report of “Promoting gender sensitive Panchayets of Dalit community in
Bangladesh” Project.

unhealthy living conditions. Furthermore, evictions and shifting of housing by
the City Corporation, often as a result of land grabbing, are commonly
practiced, and leave Dalits without homes. Dalits have limited access to
health care facilities mainly due to financial constraints. Consequently,
malnutrition and other diseases such as diarrhoea, cholera, TB, and
pneumonia are common among Dalits
This baseline survey has been conducted in 15 Panchayets as per
requirement of the second phase of the Bread for the World supported
“Promoting gender sensitive Panchayets of Dalit community in
Bangladesh” Project.

2. Objectives of the baseline survey
The study has been undertaken mainly with a view to a collect existing
information related to the socio-economic condition of the Dalit community
dwelling in the newly undertaken working area of the “Promoting gender
sensitive Panchayets of Dalit community in Bangladesh” Project.
.
For a clear understanding, the objectives were envisaged by into four specific
issues as shown below.
Specific objectives
1. To get baseline information that will be used as the benchmark for
Promoting gender sensitive Panchayets of Dalit community in
Bangladesh Project” intervention during the period 2011-2014
2. To compile baseline data as part of the Promoting gender sensitive
Panchayets of Dalit community in Bangladesh Project” data base
3. To use the above data for monitoring of the changes for the
intervention of Promoting gender sensitive Panchayets of Dalit
community in Bangladesh Project” partners
4. To compare the major changes of the target group after completion of
the project through evaluation

3. Methodology
3.1. Implementation phases: The Survey Approach and Methodology
The Survey Approaches
As it may differ from case to case, depending upon the nature of information
and sources thereof, both conventional surveys and socio-anthropological
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study approaches have been followed. Specifically speaking, the following
methods of data collection are foreseen.

3.1.1 Desk Study, Collection of Secondary Data and assortment of survey
indicators.
Beginning with preliminary discussion with concerned project staff members
as well as Dalit Panchayet leaders and collecting available documents
relevant to the study purposes, attempts have been made to gather
secondary information. The M&E plan incorporated in the Project Proposal
has been the base to select specific indicators for collecting data/information.

3.1.2 Orientation to the Data collector and development of study tools
In line with the participatory approach and in order to building capacity of
selected staff an orientation session was centrally organized in Dhaka. In this
session, M&E plan was analyzed intensively and the baseline plan was
finalized prior to develop the survey tools. Questionnaire, FGD checklists
were developed in this session in participation with the staff. Necessary
briefing was given on questionnaire and checklist, every items were
discussed thoroughly.

3.1.3 Data collection
After developing the survey
tools,
the
session
participants
engaged
as
enumerators
in
their
respective areas. In context
with
participatory
and
learning process, the regular
staff of SHAREE along with
the survey team conducted
the field survey. Senior
Officials
of
SHAREE
facilitated the field survey.
After collection of data, all
filled-up questionnaires were
collected by the Supervisors
and edited those where necessary. All these questionnaires were stored in
SHAREE office and organized those for data entry (next step after data
collection).
It is noteworthy, after finalization of the study area, the informal entry
meetings were organized in each of the seven (7) fields with the Panchayet
leaders and general people of the respective community. The aims and goals
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of the study were introduced in the meetings and asked the well-judged
opinion and cooperation of the participants. The Panchayet leaders as well as
the general participants were very pleased for taking an initiative like this.

3.1.4 Survey team management
The survey team was headed by one Chief Researcher assisted by an
experienced Field expert and 4 Research assistants conducted the study..
The entire baseline survey was managed by following team members. The
team performed various tasks in a coordinated manner.
Table-1: Survey Team
Sl

Survey Team Members
by Category

1

Chief Researcher

1

2
3

Field Expert

1
4

Research Assistant

Number

Remarks

Experienced in Baseline Study
management and field work facilitation
Experienced in the same field
Experienced in field supervision, data
validation and FGD session facilitation

3.1.5 Sample Surveys
For quantitative data, sample surveys were conducted at household level.
Basically at the household level (sample population), interview was taken
place with the respective household heads. These interviews were made as
per structured formats and questionnaires – leaving scope for recording
information as beneficiaries (survey respondents) provided willingly.

3.1.5 Time Frame
The duration of the study was 60 days only- 50% for field i. e. data collection
and the rest for official activities i. e. training, data analysis etc. It was
conducted on the September 15th to November 15th, 2012.
In this connection, it is to be mentioned here that the Research Assistants
were provided with a adequate time for collecting the data correctly;
because, a) the respondents were very busy foe their critical livelihood, they
are able to spend a little time in their residence, and, b) the data should be
collected with a cordial adda, as if the respondents supply the right response.
3.1.6 Geographic Location
The study was conducted in some mahallas under Narayangonj City
Corporation (NCC) and adjacent areas, those are publicly known as
Hrishipara. The name of the Mahallas are given in the following column
(Sample Size)
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3.1.7 Sample Size
A total of 305 data were collected from field. The distribution of the collected
date is:
Table:-Distribution of Sample
Name of Mahqalla
Zimkhana Hrishipara
Baghoir Hrishipara

Male
14
29

Pergandaria Hrishipara
Dapa Hrishipara
Baburail Hrishipara
Kacharigoli Hrishipara
Nitaigonj Hrishipara
Total

28
28
31
45
17
192

Female
11
16
22
8
15
29
12
113

Total
25
45
50
36
46
74
29
305

3.5. Limitation of the Survey
The study has considered proposed working area as the unit of observation
and the respective household heads as the respondents. As the time and
resources of the survey is limited, it has covered an optimum sample of
households following the valid sampling formula. Data /information have
been gathered from the selected clusters. The study has covered a
reasonable area and people, independently. No major limitations were
experienced except the fact that the survey days were very hot due to which
the respondents were appeared to be tired and less responsive to the
questions. The problems were tackled by making the interviews during the
first half of the day.
The survey team collected data and information within a specified time frame
and limited resources. Albeit, the team had to work within the limitations
mentioned above, the team members tried to cover all the areas with great
caution
3.6

Data validation

Data validation is defined as the inspection of all the collected data for
completeness and reasonableness, and the elimination of erroneous values.
Validation routines are designed to screen each measured parameter for
suspect values before they are incorporated into the database and used for
analysis. The validated data are then processed to produce the summary
reports require for analysis.
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Chapter 2
Analysis of Data

A. Primary Information
Table-2: Distribution of sample by age group
Age group
Household Head (Years)
Total
Female Male
Up to 20
4
1
3

A total of 305 sample
respondents
were
interviewed, 37% of
them were female. With
regards to the age
21-30
46
29
17
group distribution of
31-40
95
39
56
sample, age group 3141-50
89
30
59
40 top the list with
50+
71
14
57
31%, followed by 41-50
Total
305
113
192
group
(29%),
50+
groups (24%), 21-30 group (15%) and up to 20 age group (1%)
respondents. Gender wise distribution is shown in the graph:
The study has been implemented
in 7 Dalit community areas
namely
Zimkhana
Hrishipara,
Baghoir Hrishipara, Pergandaria
Hrishipara,
Dapa
Hrishipara,
Baburail Hrishipara, Kacharigoli
Hrishipara, Nitaigonj Hrishipara. A
total of 1370 people live in the
study area. Age wise distribution
of the population is:

Fe male Share (Age group w is e)
70%

63%

60%
50%

41%

40%

37%

34%
30%

25%
20%

20%
10%
0%
Up t o 20

21-30

31-40

41-50

50+

Total

The percentage of female population 47, the average number of family
members has been
Age group
Male
Female Total
%
recorded is 4.49 per
> 13
161
145
306 22.34
family, which is also
13-19
91
110
201 14.67
nearer to our
20-29
146
124
270 19.71
national statistics
30-39
101
114
215 15.69
(4.83).
40-49
50-59
60+
Total

106
79
38
722

79
40
36
648

12
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74
1370

13.5
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5.4
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B. Socio-economic Condition
1. Education
1.1 Educational qualification
Table-4: Educational qualification of respondent’s family members
By literacy the baseline survey meant “the ability to decode alphabet,
recognize words, write words and count objects, and therefore ability to use
literacy skills in life situation”. On the other hand by non-literacy (here as
meant by ‘Illiterate’) it is meant the “lack of ability to decode alphabet,
recognize words and write words, and count objects, and therefore inability
to use literacy skills in life situation”. The baseline survey identifies 57% are
illiterate and 16% of them can sign only.
It means the rate
of literacy of the
SSC passe d
1%
total population in
the surveyed area
Clas s IX-X
4%
is around 43%,
Class VI-VIII
9%
exactly 20% below
the
national
Class 1-V
21%
average of 63%;
male and female
Illiterate
57%
rate is 55% and
36% respectively.
These figures, it
may
be
mentioned, do not include some 16% who can sign their name only. Some
21% of the sample population completed primary education, 9% people have
VI to X level education while the rate for completion of SSC, HSC and
Graduate level are only close to 1%, 2% and 1% respectively.
HSC passe d

2%

Rate of Literacy

1.2 (a) Reasons for drop out of students: Boys
In case of dropped out of boy students, 33% respondents indicated poverty
as the main reason, while around 30% recognized unawareness of their
parents about the importance of education. Another 30% mentioned parents
are unable to bear educational expenses. Slightly above 4% respondents
identified lack of coaching opportunity is the cause of male student drop out.
A small section (2%) of the respondents replied misbehaviour of teachers
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and classmate belong to other communities is also another reason of
dropout.

1.2 (b) Reasons for drop out of students: Girls
Majority of the respondents (22%) indicated poverty is the main reason for
dropping out of girl students from the school, 21% indicated unawareness of
their parents about the importance of education and another 21% mentioned
parents are unable to bear educational expenses. Well above 16% of the
respondents has identified eve-teasing by boys as a problem, 13% feels
parents are afraid and not willing to send their girls to school. 5% responses
saying that there has been no opportunity for coaching. Only 2%
respondents mentioned that misbehaviour of teachers and other students
from other communities. (Please see also Table # 11)
It is to be important to cite here that the rate of dropping out is more to the
boys than the girls. According to the 87% respondents the trend in dropping
out for boys is above 50%+

2. Economy
2.1 Sources of income/ type of occupation
The
major
two
occupations namely
25%
leather works and
24%
23%
hosieries
accounts
20%
for nearly half of the
15%
family income. The
13%
majority
of
the
10%
9%
7%
respondents (23% &
7%
5%
5%
5%
5%
23%)
were
2%
reportedly
involved
0%
Leat her
Cleaners
Shoe
Tea shop
M aid
Off ice Child Care Hushiari
Day
Business
in the occupations of
products
Polish and ot hers servents Assistant
Labour
hosiery and leather
industry
respectively;
followed
by
day-labourer
(13%),
office
assistants/messenger (7.14%), small business (6.75%), and shoe polish
(5.16%). Occupation wise sources of family income are given the following
table. The main occupation
Occupations Share of Earning

Table-5: Sources of Income
Sources

Male

Female

14

Total

Share
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Handcrafts(cane products)

0

3

3

1%

Leather products (shoe, bag, etc)

91

26

117

23%

Cleaners

20

4

24

5%

Shoe Polish

23

3

26

5%

Salon Business
Tea Shop/guard/Artist/Agril
works/Supervisor
Maid servents

11

1

12

2%

11

1

12

2%

0

27

27

5%

Working in a shop

18

1

19

4%

Office Assistant

30

6

36

7%

0

8

8

2%

Hosiery

66

52

118

23%

Day Labour

56

12

68

13%

Business

24

10

34

7%

350

154

504

100%

Child Care

Total

The remaining respondents’ main sources of income, as they have
mentioned, were handicrafts-cane and leather, cleaners, assistance to other’s
household work, guard, messenger, business (tea shop, saloon, etc.),
electrician, driving, etc. The occupations of women members were mostly
involved are hosiery and leather industry followed by as helping hand to the
other families, and handicrafts, child care etc.
2.2 Number of eligible earning members and members actually earning in

the respondent’s family
Ear ning Fam ily Me m be rs of Re spondents

759

80 0
70 0

538

60 0
50 0

445

429
314

40 0
30 0

109

20 0
10 0
0
M ale

Female

To t al

Num ber of Eligible earning m em bers
Num ber of actual earning m em bers

Out of 1,370 populations in
the study area, the 722 are
male and 648 are female. Of
them 445 (62%) of male and
314 (48%) of female are
eligible earning members for
their respective households.
The types of their occupation
have been mentioned earlier.

It revealed from the collected information that out of the 759 eligible earning
members of the respondent’s family around 71% are involved in earning.
Only 35% eligible women earner are actually earning, contrarily around 96%
eligible male members are actual earner. The following graph will depict
actual situation.
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2.3 Average income and Expenditure
Monthly Family Income & Expenditure
229

250
200

135 121

150
100
50

2

22

52

47
2

0
M ont hly Income
200 0-3 000

M onthly Expendit ure
30 00-4000

4000-5000

5000+

The research finding
suggested that 75% of
the
respondent’s
household
average
monthly income was
more than Tk.5000.
17%
of
the
respondent’s
family
income fall under the
4,000-5,000
groups,
followed by 7% in
3,000-4,000 and only

1% in 2,000-3,000 BDT.
With regards to average monthly family expenditures, it has been revealed
from the study that the highest number of respondent’s (44%) monthly
households expenditures falls with the range of Tk.4,000-5,000, followed by
above 5,000 group, 40% respondents spend monthly more than Tk. 5000.
Around 15% family’s average monthly expenditures as recorded were in the
range of Tk.3000-4000, while only 1% family spent Tk. 2,000-3,000 per
month.

2.4 Reasons for choosing the inherited professions

Have no
other Skills

Have no
capital to do
business

No
permanent
address

Discouraged
to take other
profession

Lack of
appropriate
qualifications

Have no right
to take other
profession

The majority of the respondents (38%) informed, they do not have sufficient
capital for operating the
Reasons for choosing the inherited professions
any
other
business,
40%
followed
by
32%
35%
mentioned
that
they
have
30%
no other skills, 15%
25%
20%
opined they do not have
15%
appropriate qualifications
10%
for
other
professions,
5%
0%
while 10% feels that they
have no right to take any
other professions other
than one that they have
inherited.

2.5 Reasons behind diminishing trends of inherited professions
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Responding
the question,
30%
27%
nearly
one
25%
21%
third (27%)
19%
19%
20%
opined
that
13%
15%
shortage
of
10%
capital
for
5%
1%
operating
0%
business
is
P eo ple o f
Less wages are Have no capital
Have no
Have no
Co mmunity
the
main
o ther
given
to do o ur
required skills
mo dern
peo ple became
co mmunity are
business
machinery
less interested
reason, while
taking this
in inherited
21%
feels
pro fessio n
pro fessio n
lack
of
modern machineries for the business is the main cause. 19% respondents
indicated that people of other communities becoming involved in these
professions. Yet another 19% feels that they lack adequate and appropriate
skills to run the business commercially. The rest opinions in this regard are in
favour of fewer wages, hard-working job, less honour etc.
Reas ons for declining trends of inhe rite d profess ion

3 Panchayet- The Social Management System
3.1 Formation
Dalit community administers their society through powerful Panchayet
system. Panchayet formulate and implement laws for their community. The
Panchayet is a collective body formed with some representatives of Dalit
community to look after all their social activities in the colony. All colonies
have their Panchayet for proper management. . The question was how it is
formed, if there is whole hearted support of community people, if democracy
is practiced, etc. All respondents, irrespective of sex, indicated that
Panchayets not by election but through selection.

3.2 Number of members in the Panchayet
Particulars
1-4 members
5-7 members
8-10 members
No specific number
Do not know

17

Male

Female
36
152
1
2
1

Total
15
97
0
0
1

51
249
1
2
2
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It seemed that regarding number of members in Panchayet, around 81%
respondents have indicated that it composed of 5-7 members, whereas 17%
stated that there are
Whay w om en can not contest Panchaye t election
only
1-4
members
88%
100%
85%
83%
Panchayet
committee,
80%
60%
yet
another
small
40%
percent
of
the
6%
10%
6%
9%6%
20%
7%
respondents
0%
Male
Female
Total
mentioned
different
numbers.
Detailed
is
Women have no right Do not know No response
given in the above
table. All respondents indicated that women neither can be elected as
Panchayet committee members nor they have the right to vote for Panchayet
election.
The study attempted to find the cause why women cannot be elected as
Panchayet committee members. Around 85% respondent mentioned that
women have no right, 9% have no idea about the cause while 6% were not
willing to answer the question.

3.3 Panchayet Tenure
Tenure of Panchayet

The responses in case of
tenure have been found
37%
Do not know
23%
different even in the same
59%
No limit
69%
colony. The majority 66%
4%
(59% female and 69%
11-15 years
6%
male respondents) said,
0%
8-10 years
1%
there in no limit for a
0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
Panchayet
committee
followed by 29% do not
Male
Female
have
any
idea
about
Panchayet tenure, 5% thinks the tenure of Panchayet committee is 11-15
years. Only 1% respondents said that the tenure of a Panchayet committee
is 8-10 years.

3.4 Constitution, meeting and minutes
Panchayet Constitution is w ritten or not

200
150
100
50
0
Yes

No

Do not know
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(97%) said that they
have
no
written
constitution to lead the
Panchayet as well as
community.
In
the
same way, almost all
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respondents (99%) said that the frequency of meeting of Panchayet has no
limit, the meetings are organized irregularly and 91% said that minutes are
not maintained in the meetings.

3.5 Areas of Panchayet arbitration
According
to
the
Areas of Panchayet arbitration
respondents
the
Panchayet is mainly
32%
concerned with the
11%
13%
solution of disputes
24%
9%
11%
and conflicts like social
conflicts,
family
Social
family
Land
About
About
Eve teasing
conflicts,
land
conflict
conflict
disputes
Violence
marriage
disputes,
violence
Against
dispute
against
women,
Women
marriage dispute and
eve
teasing
the
responses gathered. The most of respondents opinions are given in the
above graph.

3.6. Duties and responsibilities of Panchayet
A question was placed before the respondents about their idea regarding the
duties and responsibilities of their Panchayet. The most responses (24%)
Male
Female Total
Duities and responsibilities of Panchayet
mentioned arbitration,
Arbitration
187
111
298 followed
by religious
Keeping Social peace
139
78
217 festivals
(23%),
Social Security
124
73
197
marriage
conflicts
About marriage dispute
160
95
255
(20%),
and
peace
Religious festival observation
188
109
297
keeping
(17%),
social
Do not know
2
2
4
security
(15%)
and
the
Total responses
800
468
1268
rests have no idea on
this context.
It is very important to mention here that the position and role of women in
this social management system is almost absent.

4. Women Empowerment and Violence against Women
4.1 Women Empowerment
4.1. a. Participation of women in decision-making
Women’s participation in decision-making is considered as a part of giving
due recognition and dignity as a member in the family and an important
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means of women empowerment. From this point of view it was attempted to
know their areas of participation from both male and female respondents.13
areas were identified. It is revealed that in all the areas participation of
women is insignificant while participation of men is very much prominent.
4.1. b. Obstacles of women in decision-making
The respondents have identified a social obstacle in this context. Almost all of
them (98%) think that the women were not participating in decision-making
activities from the historical period of time.
4.1.c. Participation of women and women victims in Panchayet
arbitration
Participation of w omen and women victim s in Panchayet
arbitration (Yes)

93%

96%

Male

A very small number of
respondents (6%) said
that women could not
participate
in
the
Panchayet arbitration. this
means
that
the
participation of women in
Panchayet arbitration is
not prohibited.

Female

Women victims are also
permitted to the Panchayet arbitration according to the most of respondents
(86%).
4.1.d Opinion on women membership in the Panchayet and reasons
behind
It is a notable and also praiseworthy fact that all respondents (100%) raised
their voice in favour of women membership in their respective Panchayets.
The reason behind the fact is that they think that women should be provided
with the right to speak.
4.1.e Reasons for women not being in the Panchayet

Reasons for not inclusion of Female in Panchayet
Do not know

Wom en have
no right
No eligible
fem ale
mem bers
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%
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No women are yet the
members
of
the
Panchayet.
Even
the
Panchayet
constitution
has not specifically stated
about any provision of
women representatives in
the Panchayet for obvious
reasonthat
is,
the
communities
are
very
much
male-dominating.
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80% respondents think that there are no eligible female members who are
capable of representing the Panchayet. 13% respondents believe that women
have no rights to participate in Panchayet, and 6% are aware about the
matter, they do not know why women are not included in Panchayet.
4.1. f Women in selection of Panchayet representatives
In answering the question of women’s rights for casting vote all respondents
73% for ‘No’+ 26% for women have no rights) expressed their opinions
against women’s rights for electing Panchayet representatives.
In answering the question ‘whether women can contest for Panchayet
representative’, the opinions of the respondents are almost same to the
previous question.

4.2 Violence against Women
4.2. a. Types of violence
The data of the survey shows various types of violence against women as
reported by the
Violence against Women
Male
Female
Total
respondents. The
Sexual violence
0%
0%
0%
most occurrences
27%
24%
26%
Physical torture
are
12%
15%
13% reportedly
Mental torture
physical
torture
4%
4%
4%
Polygamy
The
2%
2%
2% (26%).
Separated
22%
21%
22% second highest is
Economic torture
21%
17%
20% economic torture
Eve Teasing
0%
0%
0% (22%), followed
Women and child trafficking
7%
11%
8%
Do not know
by eve teasing
4%
4%
4%
No response
(20%),
mental
torture (13%) and polygamy (4%). The 8% respondents were unwilling to
answer the question. The above table show that there is very small variation
among male and female respondents. One most interesting observation was
that no respondents mentioned anything against sexual violence or
harassment.
4.2. b Violated by whom
The overwhelming majority
of the respondents (65%)
disinclined to answer the
question. This behaviour
may have linkage with the
response given in the
previous para about sexual
violence or harassment.
The women were off and

Women Violated by whom
65%

10%

7%

Husband

Father in
law

21

7%

Mother in
law

2%

2%

7%

Brother in Sister in law Neighbour
law

No
response
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on afflicted by various oppressors and very often they are the most nearest
and dearest ones, the inmates of housewives. In the list of oppressors, there
are husbands (10%), neighbours (7%), father-in-law and mother-in-law (7%
each), sister-in-law (2%) and brother-in-law (2%).
4.2. c Knowledge on law regarding violence against women
Out of 305 responses, no one has been acquainted with the constitutional
law and ordinance regarding violence against women. It is enough to
understand the real situation of a community.
But all respondents (100%) assured that their Panchayet looks after all
incidents regarding violence against women.

5. Marriage and Registration of Birth and Death
In this chapter the marriage system and the registration of birth and death
would be discussed, since these issues are inter-related.

5.1 Ages of girls getting married
Ages of girls getting Married

It is found that 89% girls got
married within the age range
of 16-18 years followed by
10% girls within the age
range of 19-21 years and the
88%
rest do not know about this.
It is reported in various
studies that almost 66% girls
16-18
19-21
Do not know
are getting married in the
early ages in different parts of the country. In the present survey it is
revealed that rate of early marriage in the Dalit community is widespread,
this clear violation of marriage law of the country.
10%

3%

More than three fourth of the respondents (80%) are aware about the legal
age of girl’s marriage. This can be relating to the success of campaign
undertaken by Government and NGOS.

5.2 Ages of boys getting married
In contrast to the girls 82% boys got married within the age range of 21-23
years followed by 8% boys at 24 years+, 6% boys within the age range of
18-20 years and only 4% respondents have no clear idea on the ages of boys
getting married.
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The age range of boys getting married is mostly parallel with the nationally
finalized
age
limit.
However, about legal age
Legal Marriage age of Boy's
of boy’s marriage, the
responds idea was not
very clear as it was in
case of girls. Only 56% of
respondents
are
fully
aware about the age,
56%
around 25% think the
legal age is 21-23 years,
25%
19%
yet another 19% have no
idea about boy’s marriage
legal age.
18-20
21-23
Do not know

5.3 Selection of bride and bridegroom
Almost 100% of the interviewee opined that marriage is usually settled by
the family, selection of bride and bridegroom are done by the family
members. In marriage related matter role of bridegroom/bride are not
prominent. Only one respondent do not know about this.

5.4 Dowry in marriage
With regard to necessity of dowry in the marriage, around 69% respondents
feel it is essential. 29% think
Dow ry good or Bad
‘no dowry no marriage’; only
2% for ‘no’. It should be marked
3%
as a vital social problem for the
poor Dalit community.
But almost all respondents think
that the practice of dowry is
‘bad’ while only 3% opined
dowry is ‘good’.

97%
Good

Bad

5.5 Birth registration
Out of the total respondents, 293 respondents (96%) said, birth registration
of all the members was recorded. Only 12 (8 from kacharigoli Math
Hrishipara and 4 from Par gendaria Hrishipara) (4%) said, none of the
members of their family got registered.
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The reason for not being registered as observed from the survey is
unawareness about the registration, procedure and its importance.

5.6 Death registration
Only 15% households registered all the deaths. On the contrary more than
85% household never register any death. Once again the reason for not
registering death is the same as birth; nearly 100% households are not
aware about death registration, its procedure and necessity.

6. Services providing Organizations
6.1. a Knowledge on services providing organizations
In

Know le dge on se rvice s providing organizations
Do not know

1

NGOs

210

Religious Institutions

254

Thaana

120

Educational Institution

255

Post Of fice

136

Family Planning Off ices

177

Health Centre

260

Bank

198

Social Services

245
0

50

100

150

200

250

300

response to the question whether the survey respondents any idea about
various service providing organizations/ agencies functioning in their locality.
There were 1856 responses. The above graph will show that majority of the
mentioned health centre/ family planning office (24%) followed by
educational institutions (14%), religious institution (14%), Social Services
(13%), NGO’s (11%), Bank (10%). post office (7%) and the rests for Police
Station and other similar organizations.
6.1.

b Services received

The nature of receiving services is no more different to the knowledge of the
respondents of Dalit community on services providing organizations. In this
context it has been revealed that the most of the respondents (24%)
receives the services of health centres and family planning office. The
remaining responses were: educational institutions (14%), religious
institution (14%), Social Services (13%), NGO’s (11%), Bank (10%). post
office (7%) and the rests for Police Station, post office etc.
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6.2. Training on human rights
It is a matter of regret that the Dalits, as a vulnerable community have very
poor information/ understanding on human rights. Only 5% households
members have had opportunity in participating any training on human right
issues, the remaining 95% respondents do not have any idea about any
training programmes on human rights or constitutional rights.

7. Problems and Solution
We finally try to being informed about the prevalent problems and the
probable ways for getting rid of them from the respondents of Dalit
community. Here is the illustration of their responses.

7.1. Prevalent problems
The majority of the respondents (33%) identified poverty and unemployment
as number one problems in their community. 26% pointed out lack of
drinking water and proper sanitation, 16% mentioned illiteracy, 14%
observed lack of access to the Govt. facilities (VGD, VGF etc.), 6% thinks
dowry, the rests are high density of population, disputes, violence etc.

7.1. Probable suggestions for solving problems
The suggestions of survey households for solving problems are summarise in
the following table. Most of them (16%) think problems could be solved
Suggestions for solving problems
Government Allow ance

11%
10%

Residence
Drinking w ater facilities

15%

Pre-Primary School

12%
14%

Sanitation
Training Support

8%

Creation of w ork opportunity

16%

Economical Support

14%

through creation of work opportunity, almost similar number (15%) feels
supply of pure drinking water, followed by sanitation 14%, financial support
14%, 12.29% arrangement of education, 11% to get access to Govt.
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facilities, 10% arrangement of residence and 8% to arrange skill training to
get them employed.

7.2 Suggestions for poverty alleviation
he respondents, in the broader sense, identified POVERTY as their crucial
problem. Responding to the question of getting rid of the condition they
vitally (46.02%) need the opportunity to work as they would be able to
maintain livelihood, followed by 26.88% for proper training, 12.03% for
education, 10.04% for interest-free loan and 5.02% for arranging business.

26

Baseline Survey (2nd phase) Report of “Promoting gender sensitive Panchayets of Dalit community in
Bangladesh” Project.

Chapter 3
8. Recommendation and Conclusion
This baseline survey of “Strengthening of the Panchayet of Dalit Community
by Making Gender Sensitive and Gender Balanced for Empowering Women’s
Legal and Fundamental Status” project phase-II areas has highlighted the
baseline status of the sampled households regarding key issues namely
community development, health, education, economic development and
women rights, violence against women, women empowerment, Panchayet
related issues.
As mentioned beforehand that the baseline survey was carried out with a
representative sample of 305 households. This report concludes by saying
that the benchmark data regarding various aspects of lives and livelihoods of
the people of the survey areas will help SHAREE greatly to achieving its goal
of an educated, economically transformed and empowered community
especially women and adolescents in accordance to their Plan.
Based on the baseline findings following programming scope/opportunities have
been highlighted to reflect upon for future action. The programming scope
mentioned below are in fact the pieces of recommendation generated through
analysis of the survey data of the sample population. The areas identified by the
baseline survey will help guiding the SHAREE to keep on the right track towards
meeting their goals.
Programs

Scope of work


Education
Programme

Findings of the survey confirm that that out of
total 1370 population in the surveyed households,
39% is non-literate. The male and female rate is
36% and 43% respectively (these figures,
including those who can sign their names only
which is around 16%). Some 32% of the sample
population completed primary education while the
rate for completion of SSC, HSC and graduate are
only 1% and 2% respectively. Literacy rate, in
case of male, is greater than that of female in
terms of all stages of education. Collected data
indicates also suggest that gender discrimination is
higher level education need to be considered in
designing education interventions.
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Economic
Development
program

The survey depicts that the overall rate of drop out
from school is above 50%. The main reason of
drop out is poverty (33%), the second highest
respondent (30%) feels lack of parents awareness
about education, another 30% mentioned parents
are unable to bear educational expenses is the
main reasons. Collaboration with primary and
secondary schools in the areas of supply of
logistics (benches, chairs, and blackboards), Preschooling facilities extension, extending coaching
supports, stipends to poor and meritorious
students can be initiated for achieving the overall
target of increased literacy rate.


The research finding suggested that 75% of the
respondent’s
household monthly
average
income was more than Tk.5000. 17% of the
respondent’s family income fall under the
4,000-5,000 groups, followed by 7% in 3,0004,000 and only 1% in 2,000-3,000 BDT.



The majority of the respondents (46%) were
reportedly involved in the occupations of
hosiery and leather industry. The remaining
respondents’ main sources of income, as they
have mentioned, were handicrafts-cane and
leather,
cleaners,
assistance
to
other’s
household work, guard, messenger, business
(tea shop, saloon, etc.), electrician, driving,
etc. In fact the almost all households are self
employed either in leather industries or in other
small handcrafts. The study findings showed
nearly one third (27%) opined that shortage of
capital for operating business is the main
reason, 21% feels lack of modern machineries,
19% respondents indicated that they lack
adequate and appropriate skills to run the
business commercially.



SHAREE may undertake activities like skills
training, credit facilities, etc., to create scope
for self-employment.
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Women
empowerment
Programme





Violence
women

against





Involvement with
Govt.
services
organs
Acquainted with
Govt. rules and
regulations
Strengthening
Panchayet system
Stable residence

Almost all households (98%) think that the women
were not participating in decision-making activities
from the historical period of time. No women are
yet the members of the Panchayet; even they
have no voting rights in Panchayet election. Even
the Panchayet constitution has not specifically
stated
about
any
provision
of
women
representatives in the Panchayet for obvious
reason- that is, the communities are very much
male-dominating.
SHAREE must continue its motivation program as
well formation of shadow Panchayet with the
women members.
Dalit women are placed at the absolute bottom of the
social hierarchy as they face systemic and structural
discrimination threefold: as Dalits, as poor, and as
women. The survey finding showed that violence
against women that there are several forms of violence
against Dalit women. that there are several forms of
violence against Dalit women; some being violence in the
general community – physical assault, verbal abuse,
abduction, incarceration and medical negligence – and
others being violence in the family. Domestic violence
resulted in some women being deserted by their
husbands, or being forced to leave their marital home.
Even their spouses do not allow Dalit women to go
outside of their houses freely without their prior consent.
SHAREE should continue with its motivational program as
well may provide legal aid supports to the victims.



Support of establish rights, alleviate poverty



Enjoy human rights, proper citizen life, mentality
towards dignified life



Proper social management, social security,
collective initiatives
Stable planning for community development
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Net working

Dalit community members reside all over the country;
unfortunately they do not have any common forum to
raise their demand at the national, districts and
Upazilla levels. The “Network” may perform following
tasks:
 Act as a social platform through which the
neglected and deprived community would be
able to place their demand at different levels
of administrative unit and society as a whole;
 Act as accumulator of information about
human right based, economic right related,
local resources related issues from different
corners;
 Act as disseminators of human right based
economic right related, local resources related
issues to the community members even at the
remotest part of the country;


Act as a bargaining agents for the community,
work for realization of various facilities provided by
the Government and NGOs.

30

